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The following constitutes the reasons for this bill and the purposes which are sought to be
accomplished thereby:

LB 511 would amend the present Nebraska Certificate of Need Act to exempt from the
provisions of the Act Intermediate Care Facilities for the Mentally Retarded of 15 or fewer beds.
The change is necessary because the present statute imposes a moratorium on the addition of any
long-term care beds anywhere in Nebraska, except for ten beds per year or ten percent of a
facility’s licensed beds, whichever is fewer.

It is important to understand that the enactment by the Legislature of LB 511 will not necessarily
lead to the establishment of small ICF-MR’s in Nebraska. What the bill will do is allow the
option to be on the table, should the state wish to pursue it, now or at some future time. Without
the change to the Certificate of Need Act which is encompassed by LB 511, the establishment of
even one ICF-MR would be illegal.
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